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PURPOSE: The purpose of the Tier 2 Considerations for English Learners document is to help Student Assistance Teams organize and analyze information about a student’s cultural and language differences in order to provide informed adaptations, interventions, and recommendations for the student.


	
INFORMATION ABOUT TIER 2 INTERVENTIONS PROVIDED TO THE STUDENT


	INFORMATION ABOUT ADDITIONAL ACTIONS TAKEN TO ADDRESS CULTURAL DIFFERENCES

	
|_|
	
A counselor who is sensitive to cross-cultural issues has explored the adaptation that the student is going through.

	
|_|
	
An older student who has adapted successfully has been recruited to be a buddy to the student in order to share experiences and help the student through the process.

	
|_|
	
The teacher has elicited feedback from the student regarding the aspects of school life that seem foreign or most stressful for the student.

	
|_|
	
When possible and appropriate the teacher has modified the school environment to make it more congruent with the student’s cultural norms and expectations.

	
|_|
	
The teacher has confirmed the value of the student’s home culture by adding aspects of that culture to the curriculum as well as the physical surroundings.

	INFORMATION ABOUT ADDITIONAL ACTIONS TAKEN TO ADDRESS LANGUAGE DIFFERENCES

	
|_|
	
An appropriately endorsed teacher of English to speakers of other languages (TESOL) and/or a bilingual multicultural educator is included in the SAT in order to help in the design of interventions and interpretation of the student’s responses to those interventions.

	
|_|
	
Tier 2 interventions are culturally and linguistically responsive and appropriate.

	
|_|
	
Tier 2 interventions simultaneously support academic learning while promoting English language development.

	
|_|
	
Extended time for Tier 2 interventions is provided, when appropriate, because significant gains may take time for students identified as EL.

	
|_|
	
For students participating in bilingual programs, teachers have implemented appropriate interventions for emergent bilingual students.

	
|_|
	
Teachers use progress-monitoring tools that assess skills in the language(s) used to instruct the student and the language(s) used for interventions.     






	
INFORMATION ABOUT THE STUDENT’S PERFORMANCE


	INFORMATION ABOUT TYPICAL CHALLENGES FOR ENGLISH LEARNERS

	
Below is a list of learning behaviors organized by skill area that can be typical challenges experienced by EL students in the normal process of learning English as a second language for the following reasons: 

	
+ Lack of English vocabulary
	
+ Lack of background knowledge

	+ Lack of knowledge of English sentence structure
	+ Lack of confidence

	+ Differences between English and native language
	+ Difficulty understanding directions in English

	+ Time to translate language mentally
	+ Student may be in second language silent period

	+ Frustration or lack of self-esteem due to lack of understanding and/or proficiency in English

	
Students at the beginning stages of learning English as a second language tend to demonstrate more of the typical challenges and/or appear to experience them with more severity than students at the later stages.  However, these challenges can continue to manifest periodically for all EL students as the curriculum becomes more cognitively demanding and abstract. 

Complete any area below for which Tier 2 interventions are implemented for the student by marking the boxes within each area that describes the student’s performance and behavior.  


	READING

	Although the student may continue to demonstrate problems with basic reading skills (decoding and sight word recognition), these skills are better developed than the student’s reading comprehension


	|_|
	Student is demonstrating this profile which is typical of EL students

	|_|
	Student is not demonstrating this profile which suggests a potential problem and need for intervention

	PHONEMIC AWARENESS/BASIC READING SKILLS

	Student does not remember letter sounds in English from one day to the next

	Student is unable to blend letter sounds in order to decode words in reading in English

	Student is unable to decode words correctly in English


	|_|
	These learning behaviors appear to be typical challenges experienced by EL students

	|_|
	These learning behaviors suggest potential problems and need for intervention due to:

	
	|_|
	The problem behaviors are different or more severe than would be expected for this student

	
	|_|
	Student has received consistent and ongoing instruction in Spanish and the problem behaviors are demonstrated in both Spanish and English

	
	|_|
	Inadequate improvement has been made after appropriate instruction and interventions (including sheltering of the content) have been provided over a sufficient time period

	READING COMPREHENSION AND VOCABULARY

	Student doesn’t understand passages read in English, even when read with fluency and accuracy

	Student doesn’t understand key words/phrases; has poor comprehension in English


	|_|
	These learning behaviors appear to be typical challenges experienced by EL students

	|_|
	These learning behaviors suggest potential problems and need for intervention due to:

	
	|_|
	The problem behaviors are different or more severe than would be expected for this student

	
	|_|
	Student has received consistent and ongoing instruction in Spanish and the problem behaviors are demonstrated in both Spanish and English

	
	|_|
	Inadequate improvement has been made after appropriate instruction and interventions (including sheltering of the content) have been provided over a sufficient time period

	WRITING

	Although the student may continue to demonstrate problems with spelling, this skill is stronger than the student’s the ability to write comprehensible sentences or paragraphs


	|_|
	Student is demonstrating this profile which is typical of EL students

	|_|
	Student is not demonstrating this profile which suggests a potential problem and need for intervention




	SPELLING

	Student misspells words in English

	Student’s spelling errors in English include incorrectly sequenced letters


	|_|
	These learning behaviors appear to be typical challenges experienced by EL students

	|_|
	These learning behaviors suggest potential problems and need for intervention due to:

	
	|_|
	The problem behaviors are different or more severe than would be expected for this student

	
	|_|
	Student has received consistent and ongoing instruction in Spanish and the problem behaviors are demonstrated in both Spanish and English

	
	|_|
	Inadequate improvement has been made after appropriate instruction and interventions (including sheltering of the content) have been provided over a sufficient time period

	WRITING

	Student makes errors with punctuation and capitalization in English

	Student has difficulty writing grammatically correct sentences in English

	Student has difficulty writing paragraphs or essays but is able to do so orally in English


	|_|
	These learning behaviors appear to be typical challenges experienced by EL students

	|_|
	These learning behaviors suggest potential problems and need for intervention due to:

	
	|_|
	The problem behaviors are different or more severe than would be expected for this student

	
	|_|
	Student has received consistent and ongoing instruction in Spanish and the problem behaviors are demonstrated in both Spanish and English

	
	|_|
	Inadequate improvement has been made after appropriate instruction and interventions (including sheltering of the content) have been provided over a sufficient time period

	MATHEMATICS

	Although the student may continue to demonstrate problems with basic math computation, this is stronger than his or her performance on word problems and understanding of higher concepts


	|_|
	Student is demonstrating this profile which is typical of EL students

	|_|
	Student is not demonstrating this profile which suggests a potential problem and need for intervention

	Student has difficulty learning math facts and/or math operations in English

	Student has difficulty completing multiple-step math computations in English

	Student is unable to complete word problems in English


	|_|
	These learning behaviors appear to be typical challenges experienced by EL students

	|_|
	These learning behaviors suggest potential problems and need for intervention due to:

	
	|_|
	The problem behaviors are different or more severe than would be expected for this student

	
	|_|
	Student has received consistent and ongoing instruction in Spanish and the problem behaviors are demonstrated in both Spanish and English

	
	|_|
	Inadequate improvement has been made after appropriate instruction and interventions (including sheltering of the content) have been provided over a sufficient time period

	LANGUAGE

	Student’s social language is much better developed than his or her academic language


	|_|
	Student is demonstrating this profile which is typical of EL students

	|_|
	Student is not demonstrating this profile which suggests a potential problem and need for intervention

	Although the student may continue to demonstrate problems with following verbal directions or understanding verbal input, listening comprehension is stronger than oral expression


	|_|
	Student is demonstrating this profile which is typical of EL students

	|_|
	Student is not demonstrating this profile which suggests a potential problem and need for intervention




	LISTENING/ORAL COMPREHENSION

	Student does not respond to verbal directions in English

	Student needs frequent repetition of oral directions and input in English

	Student delays in responding to questions in English


	|_|
	These learning behaviors appear to be typical challenges experienced by EL students

	|_|
	These learning behaviors suggest potential problems and need for intervention due to:

	
	|_|
	The problem behaviors are different or more severe than would be expected for this student

	
	|_|
	Student has received consistent and ongoing instruction in Spanish and the problem behaviors are demonstrated in both Spanish and English

	
	|_|
	Inadequate improvement has been made after appropriate instruction and interventions (including sheltering of the content) have been provided over a sufficient time period

	SPEAKING/ORAL FLUENCY

	Student lacks verbal fluency (pauses, hesitates, omits words) in English

	Student is unable to orally retell a story in English

	Student does not orally respond to questions or does not speak much in English


	|_|
	These learning behaviors appear to be typical challenges experienced by EL students

	|_|
	These learning behaviors suggest potential problems and need for intervention due to:

	
	|_|
	The problem behaviors are different or more severe than would be expected for this student

	
	|_|
	Student has received consistent and ongoing instruction in Spanish and the problem behaviors are demonstrated in both Spanish and English

	
	|_|
	Inadequate improvement has been made after appropriate instruction and interventions (including sheltering of the content) have been provided over a sufficient time period

	BEHAVIOR

	Student appears inattentive and/or easily distracted

	Student appears unmotivated, frustrated, and/or angry; may be internalized or externalized behavior

	Student doesn’t turn in homework


	[bookmark: Check195]|_|
	These learning behaviors appear to be typical challenges experienced by EL students

	[bookmark: Check196]|_|
	These learning behaviors suggest potential problems and need for intervention due to:

	
	[bookmark: Check197]|_|
	The problem behaviors are different or more severe than would be expected for this student

	
	[bookmark: Check199]|_|
	Inadequate improvement has been made after appropriate instruction and interventions (including sheltering of the content) have been provided over a sufficient time period
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